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Rhythm, Dr ive,  Treble,  Mid,

Bass, Master Volume; pulL

Bright on Rhythm volume,
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Major volume ro, u z*ivo
combo. Added versati l i ty
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Rhythm channel  votume

has a dramat ic ear ly taper.

Pul [  switches are a t i t t le

hard to get a gr ip on.
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Meaty,  o ld"schoot tube
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S1,799 retai l /

Street pr ice N/A

l . - ,  r , .0," ,  Middte,  Bass.
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Back paneI tube bias check

and adjustment points,

Firm/Sag switch,  jack for

Boost footswitch

5mith Custom Amplifiers,
(334) 3e8-1968;
smithcu stoma mps.c om

sg25R
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One

Volume, Boost (var iable),

Treble,  Middie,  Bass,

Reverb,  Dwelt ;  three-way

switches for Br ight  and
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Harmonix 6V6GI,

sot id-state rect i f ier

Footswitchable var iable

boost,  switchable
f ixed/cathode output tube

bias

Weber 50-Watt  Blue Dog

39 lbs

Stel lar  tonal  depth and

ul t ra-responsive playing

feel .  Outstanding bui ld

qua t i ty.

Bottom-mounted power

amp chassis is di f f icul t  to

remove for servic ing.
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CONCERNS

VERDICT
This one is tougher to call than many Fight

Clubs because each ofthese amps excels in a

different arena and might arguably be top dog

depending on your requirements. The indi-

vidual awards would run as follows:

BESTGRABAND G0 ROCK'N'ROLLER: Divided

bv 13 CI11

BESTHIGH-GAIN ROCKER DISGUISED AS A CLUB

C0MB0: Budda V20
BEST HIGH-HEADROOM TWANG MONSTER:

Nolatone 22Tango
BEST SUPER-LUSCIOUS TONE MACHINE: Smith

Custom Amps CS25R
BESTTWEED DELUXE IMPERSONATI0N: Fender

'57 Deluxe
For my own touch and tone preferences

(and by this point things get very subjective) '
the Smith Custom CS25R slightly edged out

the Nolatone 22Tango-which was my sec-

ond favorite-but it took one hell of a brawl

to get to this decision. '|
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